
City of Burien 
 

BURIEN PLANNING COMMISSION 
 September 23, 2015  

7:00 p.m. 
Multipurpose Room/Council Chambers 

          MINUTES 
 
To hear the Planning Commission’s full discussion of a specific topic or the complete meeting, the following 
resources are available: 

• Watch the video-stream available on the City website, www.burienwa.gov 
• Check out a DVD of the Council Meeting from the Burien Library 
• Order a DVD of the meeting from the City Clerk, (206) 241-4647 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Curtis Olsen called the September 23, 2015, meeting of the Burien Planning Commission to order at 
7:00 p.m.  
 

 
ROLL CALL 

Present: Jim Clingan, Butch Henderson, Joel Millar, Curtis Olsen, Amy Rosenfield and Douglas Weber 

Absent: Brooks Stanfield  

Administrative staff present: David Johanson, senior planner; Chip Davis, Community Development 
Department director 

             
   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   Direction/Action 

Motion was made by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Vice Chair Rosenfield, and passed 6-0 to 
approve the minutes of the September 9, 2015, meeting. 

 
  

AGENDA CONFIRMATION 

Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Commissioner Clingan, seconded by Commissioner Henderson, to approve the 
agenda for the September 23, 2015, meeting.  Motion passed 6-0.             

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 
 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

A. Introduction to 2015 Comprehensive Plan Amendments, including Rezone Requests 

David Johanson, senior planner, gave a brief introduction on two Comprehensive Plan map amendment 
and rezone requests proposed by private parties and on miscellaneous text amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan proposed by staff. The commission will conduct a public hearing on these items at 
its October 14th meeting.  

He noted that the proposed map amendments/rezone requests are quasi-judicial decisions and cautioned 
the commissioners not to discuss the requests with proponents or opponents of the proposals. Such 
communication is called “ex parte contact” and may violate the Appearance of Fairness doctrine.  

The first map amendment/rezone request, proposed by MS Property Management, is to change the 
Comprehensive Plan map designation of three parcels from Office to High-Density Multi-family and to 
rezone the parcels from Office to Residential Multi-family 48, meaning 48 units per acre maximum. 

The second map amendment/rezone request, proposed by Anna and Rick Friel, is to change the 
Comprehensive Plan map designation of one parcel from Moderate Residential Density Neighborhood 
to Moderate Density Multi-family Neighborhood and to rezone the parcel from Residential Single-
Family 7,200 sq. ft. minimum lot size to Residential Multi-family 18, meaning 18 units per acre 
maximum.  

Mr. Johanson said the applicants are required to address established criteria for amendments in their 
application. He said he will provide the commissioners with an evaluation of each request based on the 
criteria in their next meeting packet.  

Mr. Johanson then gave a brief introduction to the proposed miscellaneous Comprehensive Plan 
amendments, which include updates to maps within the plan.  

Commissioner Weber asked why some areas of RS-7,200 zoning on the LU2 Planned Land Use 
Intensity map are designated high density land use while others aren’t. Mr. Johanson responded that 
while he doesn’t know why it was previously done that way, he can update the map for consistency.  

Commissioner Rosenfield said she is a little unclear about what Mr. Johanson is looking for regarding 
the two recommended climate change policy language options. Mr. Johanson replied that there is a 
choice; does the commission want to include both proposed new policies or just Pol. SU 6.2? He said 
there is no need to make a decision until after the public hearing on the proposed amendments. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION COMMUNICATIONS 

 Commissioner Clingan said he watched the past two meetings on television while he was out with a 
medical issue and wished to compliment the commissioners on their handling of the proposed limited 
amendments to the Shoreline Master Program. He also congratulated the new chair and vice chair on their 
election and said he was pleased to meet the newest commissioner.  

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 Chip Davis, Community Development director, welcomed Commissioner Clingan back and mentioned that 
the Oct. 14th meeting will include the hearings on the proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments and an 
introduction to the proposed Zoning Code amendments on the keeping of animals.  
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 The Oct. 28th meeting will include a public hearing on the keeping of animals and hopefully the 
commissioners will be making a recommendation to the City Council on the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
amendments.     

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Direction/Action 
Commissioner Henderson moved for adjournment; Commissioner Clingan seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

 
APPROVED: October 14, 2015 
  

/s/ Curtis Olsen, chair 
Planning Commission   
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